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• Bullying is considered as a topic of continuing interest in terms of gender as
one of the most common expressions of violence in the peer context.

• Gender is one of the fundamental variables in understanding this
phenomenon.

• Most of the research suggest that male students are more at risk of
bullying others, and both genders about equally at risk of being victims
(Smith et al., 2019).

• Research on bullying suggest that boys are more prone to be both bullies
and victims of bullying, especially in its physical expression, since girls are
more likely to engage in situations of indirect bullying, such as teasing or
gossip about peers. (Silva et al, 2013)

• It can be suggested that there are significant differences in involvement in
bullying between genders.



• The advent of widespread use of the Internet over the last decade has 
provided greater opportunity for the kinds of relational aggression 
and bullying possible on social networking sites. 

• Girls especially are attracted to social networking sites, and this may 
mean greater risk of being a victim of cyberbullying among girls in 
recent years



• While most of the research have focused on the type of bullying that 
both gender have experienced, this paper investigates the bullying 
environments that male and female students involve. 

• The aim of the research is to find out whether female or male 
students involve the bullying environment in a same manner.



The Method

• With this aim the qualitative study was carried out in Turkey in spring 2021 with 15 students. 

• The participants were between 12 and 16 years old from both public and private schools.

• Data was collected via semi-structured interview. 

• The semi structured interview questionnaire consists of demographics, and bullying. 

• The data was investigated through descriptive analysis with 6 six themes identified for bullying.

• These themes were; 

• bullying faced in the family environment, 

• in the school environment, 

• in the social environment, 

• in the online environment, 

• in sport activities and 

• in the romantic relationships. 



Findings

• Demographics

• 9 participants are 14 years old; 

• 2 participants are 13 years old; 

• 2 participants are 15 years old; 

• 1 participant is 12 years old and 

• 1 participant is 16 years old. ,

• While 7 participants are male, 8 participants are female.,

• All the participants live in Antalya in the city centre. 

• While 12 participants go to public schools, 3 participants go to private schools. 

• All the participants have social media accounts

• All the participants play videogames at least 2-3 times a week



Findings on Bullying Environment;

• 12 – 16 years old students regardless of gender frequently experience 
all kinds of bullying identified in the research. 



Bullying faced at family environment

• Pressure on lessons and not being understood are the main problems of young
people face in their family environment.

“my parents frequently compare me with my friends especially in the subject of
my grade”

“my family puts pressure on me about the lessons and exams but I think failing
someone at math doesn't mean they'll be unhappy for the rest of their life”.

• It can be inferred that families give importance to the education of their
students, however, young people feel pressure about this issue.

• All participants indicate that ‘mocking on their ideas’, ‘ideas are not taken into
consideration by family’, ‘discrimination between brothers and sisters’, ‘violence
in the family’ are the challenges that young people face at home.



Bullying faced at school and social environment

• Bullying in school environment and bullying in social environment were
regarded in a same manner.

• Both male and female participants declared that they experience peer
bullying such as ‘being excluded’, ‘conflict with students’, ‘efforts to become
popular’, ‘brutal criticism’, ‘the fear of being humiliated’, and ‘being afraid
of mocked’ both in their school and social environment.

• Most of the female participants declared that they are mocked and
humiliated by boys than by girls at school.



Bullying faced in the romantic relationships

Regardless of the gender, most of the participants indicated common 
problems in romantic relationships as 

‘not being understood’, 

‘not being able to expressing oneself’, 

‘lack of trust’, 

‘limiting/restricting the boyfriend/girlfriend’, and

‘jealousy behaviour’. 



Bullying faced in the online environment

• While male participants regarded the online bullying as having internet
connection problem, female participants indicated verbal and visual
harassment problems in online environment.

A female participant mentioned “speaking with strangers” as dangerous.
Also, female participants think “receiving disturbing messages from boys” as
problematic

• Female participants also indicate the problem while playing videogames.
Female participants said that ‘most of the boys prefer to play with boys,
not with us as they regard us weak and do not want us in their team’.

“as the games I played are regarded for boys, I was underestimated and
excluded in social media”.



• One of the male participant declared that ‘girls are being insulted 
while playing videogames, because girls play worse than boys’

• A female participant declared that “while I am playing war games, I 
have experienced gender discrimination, however, the boys got used 
to me over time”.

‘I am afraid of being mocked by the boys, thus, I prefer to play just with 
girls.’



Bullying faced in sport activities

Most of the participants declared that they do not do sport regularly. 
One of the participants said that “families in Turkey do not encourage their 
children in terms of sport, because sport is seen as a waste of time by most 
of the parents. Parents regards everything except lessons is unnecessary”.  
However, female students experince bullying in sport activities more often
than males. 
According to female participants the attitude towards girl is negative in 
terms of sport. 
One of the female participants declared that “we sometimes hear that 
……You cannot do sport as a girl, you cannot achieve in sport”. 
• the research points out the attitude towards female students as being 

powerless and weak in terms of physical condition, thus this attitude 
causes underestimation of females in sport activities. 



Conclusion

• The research presents some insights regarding gender issues faced by teenagers in their
environments.

• It can be inferred that female students have experienced gender discrimination in real
life and online more than males. 

• Most of the female students are mocked and humiliated by males especially at school. 

• Furthermore, the female students are underestimated while playing videogames. Most 
of the male students prefer to play with boys, not with female students. One of the main 
reason for playing with just males is that they regard female students as powerless in 
videogames, and they do not want to be in the same team with a girl. The female
students are seen as a low performer in videogames by males. 

• So it can be said that gender discrimination in real life continues in video games, too.

• In Turkish cultural context, female students need to prove themselves in all areas of life. 
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